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marble pavilion carved in the shape of a mammoth
house-boat %which is so cunningly erected in the
shallows of the lake that it appears from a distance
as if it we*e actually floating on the waters. Outside
the Summer Palace and at a little distance from it
are the headquarters of the Chinese Army, where
some ten to fifteen thousand troops remain per-
manently stationed. I saw some hundreds of them
drilling in the open plains. In their strangely got-up
uniform they made an unforgettable sight as they
shouldered and sloped their antiquated rifles. But
the most amusing part of it aH was the formidable
artillery they brought rattling on the parade-
ground. Many of the field-pieces were so handy
indeed that I fancied if I chose I could easily lift one
under each of my arms and run a race without being
much handicapped by their weight or bulk. At any
rate, I thought there were not many chances of that
phantasmagoria of the Kaiser, the Yellow Peril,
coming true for a good many years to come; though
as one belonging to the East I noted with secret joy
all this unwonted martial ardour of the Chinese
and saw in it their determination to work out their
own national destiny without being bullied or
harassed by rapacious outsiders.' They seemed,
at length, to have realised, as all wise nations have
realised before them, that the doctrine of " Might is
Right" though ethically unsound was yet a great
physical reality, that mere Right was of no avail in
the world of international politics unless it was
backed by actual Might, and that only by organising
and developing all their available might could they